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The Chuci Tradition and the Making of

Chuci-Style Bronze Mirror Inscriptions in the Han

XU Zhengying, SHI Jiayi
(School of liberal Arts, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The Han bronze mirror inscriptions as the reflection of a literary genre have not been full-
y studied, yet the Chuci-style mirror inscriptions constitute a necessary part to Han literature. This
article studies a few special types of bronze mirror inscriptions circulated from early Western Han to
early Eastern Han Dynasties, and argues that the themes of these inscriptions, rather than express-
ing the lack of success for worthy people and showing the feeling of love between men and women,
convey the spirit of loyalty and faithfulness inherited from the Chuci in praising loyalty, trust, and
noble characters. Such factors as the preference of the Han rulers for Chu culture and the change of
aesthetic direction of making mirrors may have contributed to the emergence and wide dissemination
of the Chuci-style bronze mirror inscriptions.

Key words: The Chuci-style bronze mirror inscription; The Chuci tradition; The concepts of faith-

fulness and purity; Formal inheritance; Multiple motives
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