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The Life-World as the Arche: On Merleau-Ponty’s Archeology
ZHANG Haochen

(School of Chinese LLanguage and Literature, Zhengzhou University)

Abstract: The traditional western philosophy is criticized for its totalization attitude, and the anar-
chy thought deriving from contemporary French philosophy gets itself into trouble because of its re-
jection of all ontological and epistemological principles. In this context, Merleau-Ponty’s archeology
may offer a new solution. The archeology inherits the awareness of the life-world from the phenom-
enological archeology, dissolves the arche status of the transcendental subjectivity endowed by Hus-
serl, reconstructs the life-world with the ontology of flesh, and establishes it as the new arche. The
life-world as the arche, on the one hand, shows the operation of differentiation in the phenomeno-
logical field and stays away from the route of the traditional arche philosophy which absorbs differ-
ences into the Same; on the other hand, it opens up the field of visibility shared by selves with oth-
ers, and then reverses the absolutely radical trend in the anarchy thought that the invisible perma-
nently departures itself from the life-world.

Key words: Arche; Archeology; Life-World; Sedimentation; Flesh
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