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The Method of Four-fold Evidence in the Study of Experimental Philosophy

MEI Jianhua
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Shanxi University)

Abstract: As a new branch of philosophical study, experimental philosophy forms a distinctive field
with its methods focusing on quantitative research, and in this way reconsiders all traditional philo-
sophical issues accordingly. This article argues that in order to further develop experimental philoso-
phy and make it a representative of naturalistic philosophy, it needs to break through the limitations
of its own research methods. This article proposes a more synthetic approach developing from a
quantitative-only research method to a method of four-fold evidence, including quantitative research,
qualitative research, Socratic dialogue method, and conceptual analysis, so as to further promote
the substantive dialogue between experimental philosophy and traditional philosophy as well as oth-
er disciplines.
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