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Between Confucius and Xunzi: Centering on the “Mingxun” in the
Tsinghua University Collection of Bamboo Manuscripts and the

Mingxun,” and “Changxun” in the Yi Zhou Shu
LIANG Tao

(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China)

“Duxun,

Abstract: The discovery of the “Mingxun” in the Tsinghua University collection of Warring States
bamboo manuscripts, which makes the first three chapters of Yi Zhou Shu, i.e., the “Duxun,”
the “Mingxun,” and the “Changxun” attract people’s attention again, provides important materials
for the understanding of the changes of Confucian thinking from Confucius’s to Xunzi’s times. The
Yi Zhou Shu was compiled by Zixia’s disciples, reflecting Confucius’s thought focusing on the ex-
ternal. Since Xunzi experienced the transformation from the thinking of god-heaven to that of princi-
ple-heaven, Xunzi’s theory on the mandate of heaven is quite different from what is stated in the
three chapters of the Yi Zhou Shu ., yet his argument on law and human nature are affected by the
three chapters, and the two remain consistent in terms of their both focusing on the construction of rit-
ual and institution, an aspect representing the Confucian thinking regarding the External King. In
order to fully understand the Confucian teaching in its pre-Qin context, it is necessary also pay at-
tention to the development of the Confucian thinking from Confucius to Zixia, Zigong, and Xunzi
instead of merely concentrating on that from Confucius to Zengzi, Zisi, and Mencius.

Key words: Confucius and Xunzi; The “Mingxun”; The Yi Zhou Shu; The three xun chapters;

The trend focusing on the external
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