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The positioning and function of the “Quasi-General Provisions” in the

legal liability chapter of the “Ecological Environment Code”
CHEN Haisong

(Institute of Environmental Law, Wuhan University)

Abstract: The enactment of Ecological Environment Code marks a new historical stage in China’s
ecological civilization legal construction, characterized by systematization and codification. The lia-
bility chapter serves as a core factor determining the implementation and effectiveness of Ecological
Environment Code, requiring in-depth analysis of its intrinsic meaning and unique features to en-
hance the Code's systemic coherence and authority. The liability chapter shares a similar overarching
and holistic nature with the general provisions chapter, holding a “quasi-general provisions” regu-
latory position within the Ecological Environment Code. Ecological Environment Code adopts a fully
centralized structure for liability provisions, rather than dispersing them across various chapters,
which facilitates effective implementation and meets practical enforcement and judicial needs. From
an applicative perspective, the general clauses in the liability chapter function similarly to the gener-
al provisions chapter, forming a composite relationship of mutual guidance and supplementation be-
tween the two. Likewise, the liability chapter does not maintain a simple “general-particular” rela-
tionship with the preceding four chapters but collectively constitutes comprehensive legal regulation
of specific behaviors. The liability chapter contains relatively extensive specialized provisions in the
fields of ecological conservation and green and low-carbon development. It also possesses corre-
sponding normative efficacy in areas governed by “dual legal sources”, necessitating systematic ap-
plication.

Key words: Ecological Environment Code; Legal liability chapter; Quasi-general provisions; The

function of legal norms; Law enforcement
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