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Division of Labor and Collaboration: The Formation and
Practice of Organizational Structures in Literary and

Historical Research in Republican China
JIANG Meng
(School of History, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The organizational form of academic research, composed of resource allocation mecha-
nisms, working methods, and evaluation systems, is a significant factor influencing knowledge
production. During the late Qing Dynasty, the transformation from the “Four Categories of Learn-
ing” to the “Seven Disciplines of Learning” gave rise to an initial awareness of “disciplinary divi-
sion” and “division of labor.” In the 1920s, as the specialization of disciplines deepened, scholars
such as Hu Shi and Liang Qichao formally proposed the concept of “division of labor and collabora-
tion” to address the vast and complex body of “national heritage. ” Division of labor and collabora-
tion represented a further development of the specialization of disciplines since the late Qing Dynas-
ty, resulting from the deepening of departmental systems. It also respected scholars academic inter-

ests and gained widespread acceptance. This approach effectively organized scholars, maximized re-
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source utilization, enhanced the efficiency of academic institutions, and significantly advanced the
rapid development of literary and historical research during the Republican era. The ideal vehicle for
division of labor and collaboration was collaborative scholarship, with prominent examples including
the Institute of History and Philology (IHP), Harvard-Yenching Institute Sinological Index Series,
the Yugong Society (FTT%4>) and the Shihuo Society (B H4x). While division of labor and
collaboration achieved remarkable results in terms of knowledge production, it fell short of expecta-
tions in terms of epistemology. Although the practice of “division of labor and collaboration” dur-
ing the Republican period was a product of specific historical circumstances, it still offers valuable
insights for the construction of an independent knowledge system today.

Key words: The Organizational Form of Academic Research, Specialized Study, Division of Labor
and Collaboration, Literary and Historical Research in Republican, The Construction of an Inde-

pendent Knowledge System



