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The Text Logic and Legislation Arrangements

for the Ecological and Environmental Code
YU Wenxuan

(Civil, Commercial and Economic Law School, China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: The textual structure of the Ecological and Environmental Code (hereinafter referred to
as “the Code” ) is developed based on the historical and practical logic of the ecological rule of law,
reflecting a legal framework specifically adapted to the construction of ecological civilization. The
layout of the Code, structured around the threads of “pollution prevention and control, ecological
conservation, and green and low-carbon development,” directly responds to this legal log-
ic. Differentiated arrangements have been made within the Code according to the distinct characteris-
tics and substantive requirements of ecological environmental protection across these three do-
mains. Such a structural design signifies a paradigm shift from reductionism to holism in environ-
mental governance. Concurrently, by adhering to a “moderate codification” model and innovating
legislative techniques, the Code facilitates a fundamental transformation in the paradigm of the eco-
logical rule of law. Regarding the application relationship between the Code and individual special
laws, the Code establishes an innovative “dual sources” model. In terms of codification principles, it
follows the rule that “a new general law prevails over an old special law”; meanwhile, regarding
implementation norms, it adheres to the rule that “a new special law prevails over an old
general law.”

Key words: Ecological and Environmental Code; Logic of the rule of law; Precautionary principle;

Holistic protection; Normative validity rules



