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Interpretation and Re-systematization of Ecological Conservation

Norms under the “Dual Legal Sources” Framework
CAO Wei

(Law School, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The compilation of the Ecological and Environmental Code follows an approach of “codif-
ying core principles and essential rules,” whereby “core norms” are extracted from the existing
body of ecological conservation legislation to constitute the normative framework of the Code’s eco-
logical conservation section. This legislative strategy gives rise to a “dual legal sources” structure
within the field of ecological conservation law, which in turn engenders a dual interpretive meaning
of the “core norms” and obscures the conceptual coherence of the corresponding normative system,
thereby imposing additional tasks of doctrinal interpretation and systematization. Regarding the in-
terpretive approach to the “primary norms” of ecological conservation law, the Code system should
generally serve as the basis for normative interpretation; however, under exceptional circum-
stances, interpretation grounded in individual statutes remains necessary. As for the systematization
of ecological conservation norms, norms governing protection activities should be categorized as the
general part of the normative system, while norms concerning protected objects should constitute
its special part, thereby forming a “general-special” doctrinal structure.
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