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“Materialist Dialectics” and the Construction of Revolutionary

Literary Theory: Focusing on the Later Society of Creation
LI Jinhua
(College of Liberal Arts of Liaoning University)

Abstract: Materialist Dialectics has played a significant role in the construction of modern Chinese
literary theory. Since 1919, although “dialectics” was introduced to China together with “material-
ism”, it has not been given adequate attention. After 1928, thanks to the efforts of the Later Society
of Creation , the theoretical essence of “materialist dialectics” was presented systematically for the
first time. Cheng Fangwu, Li Chuli, Feng Naichao, Peng Kang, and others used “dialectical mate-
rialism” as a theoretical weapon to engage in “theoretical struggle” within the literary community,
construct revolutionary literary theory, and elucidate the inevitable transition from literary revolu-
tion to revolutionary literature. However, there was a divergence between their literary works and
their theoretical advocacy of the same period. Proletarian revolutionary literature has not yet been
created. In the long run, the theories and practices of revolutionary literature that the Later Society
of Creation participated in discussing and constructing laid the foundation for the development direc-
tion of the dominant literature in 20th-century China.

Key words: Materialist Dialectics; Revolutionary Literature; the Later Society of Creation; Theo-

retical struggle; Proletarian revolutionary literature

O 7. CGETHREBNEN), B (DT ERARIICE) 1%, 5020, ARMBAR, 2009,



