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The Dissemination and Cultural Impact of Bronze Mirror Inscriptions

of the Han, Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern Dynasties in Japan
SHI Jiayi
(The School ofLiberal Arts, Tianjin Normal University)

Abstract: From the burial sites of Japan’s Yayoi to Kofun periods, a considerable number of bronze
mirrors dating back to the Han, Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern Dynasties periods in China
have been unearthed, alongside bronze mirrors produced locally in Japan. Chinese bronze mirror cul-
ture exerted a profound influence on the evolution of ancient Japanese civilization. Japan continuous-
ly imported bronze mirrors from China, while Chinese craftsmen who traveled eastward also cast
Han-style bronze mirrors in Japan, promoting the dissemination of mirror-casting techniques and
fostering cross-cultural exchange, and indirectly contributing to Japanese mirror artisans creating
indigenous Japanese-style bronze mirrors. Imported mirrors, Han-style mirrors, and Japanese-style
mirrors exhibit distinct differences in form, imagery, and inscriptions, revealing Japan’s evolution-
ary trajectory from absorption to adaptation in bronze mirror culture. Through the cultural media-
tion of Baekje, the first bronze mirror with original Chinese-character inscriptions emerged in Ja-
pan, marking a breakthrough in the adoption of Chinese characters and the creation of mirror in-
scriptions outside of China. The convergence and interaction between ancient China and Japan in
technology and culture, as well as the broader dynamics within the East Asian cultural network,
can be corroborated through the distinctive medium of mirror inscriptions.

Key words: Mirror Inscriptions; Imported Bronze Mirrors; Japanese-style Bronze Mirrors; Dissemi-

nation of Mirror Culture



