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Modern Drama and Modern Chinese Drama

FAN Fangjun
(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China)

Abstract;: “Modern drama” was a term used in the early Twentieth-century Japanese Shingeki
movement to designate the recently emerged modern European and American drama represented by
playwrights such as Henrik Ibsen. In China during the same period, a range of terms circulated to
describe theatrical forms influenced by European, American, and Japanese new drama., including
xinxi (new drama), wenmingxi (civilized drama), aimeiju (aesthetic drama), and huaju (spoken
drama). Japanese scholars have often argued that “modern drama” is a theatrical term unique to Ja-
pan, and that China possessed only the analogous concept of huaju. However, historical evidence
shows that from the very outset of the Japanese New Theatre movement’ s advocacy of modern
drama, the concept attracted the attention of Chinese students in Japan, including members of the
Chunliu She (Spring Willow Society). Subsequently, with the Japanese New Theatre movement
serving as an intermediary, a continuous trajectory of reception of modern drama emerged in Chi-
na—from the Chunliu She to the Chuangzao She (Creation Society) and later the Nanguo She
(Southern China Society). This process exerted a significant and lasting influence on the formation
of the concept of “modern drama” in China, as well as on the literary creation and stage practices of
modern Chinese theatre.

Key words: Modern Drama; Spring Willow Society; Creation Society; Southern China Society;

Modern Chinese Drama



