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O  BrkFrEL: “FRATTREAERE AL WL SRl AFE MG O A WL T ARSI SGE AT — DI SRR . S b, BATEA TS
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BEAh . FEACHU 2 rp . AT, TGRS BE Z AN PR f BT 4 T TR 32 1 ot
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QOOOOD HFR « Frifkhh. CMEHSHE). 121, 123, 123, 122, 124, 122 7. FMHMEE. 2022,
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TR RE T, TR BRI E RN AT OBk, BERAPRH (marginal u-
tlity) #EU8, [ E AIEBE R AR i o5 ANEBE 8 S 40 3 s/, (T E 2R, YFRATm & AR
R T IkF AR EE I, JEF AR R B AR ZER TR IR . X —F S FRAT S BB R T [H]
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Fp—MPEORFARE AT A C M AR RS, AR E R IR PR U R RS E M. 4R TR LR
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@ Nussbaum. Frontiers of Justice: Disability, Nationality . Species Membership. The Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, 2006, p. 25.

ODD M « C. B . (BUARTER.: ZXTIECHMEZ?), 6. 2, 2 50, HEARRKZED R, 2022,
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VFZ NIEA 295 NSNS . AT TAR 25 A& R L A S it FA %% et i3t o5 1. ©

=02 “FIRIATRETE” (similar possibilities) YN, A RE ORI N B SO EBAEA
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S It R SEARRL, FRATHL AT RIS 26 W1 . FRATTxr Sl et wfe iy [l A7 e — MRG0 i 5. F&
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B, BRARTERXRIOCHEZ [ FLS AR E OGN 254, LA AR AT RREE M OGO TIREE AR =2 1Y N
B, AT —Fh [EE B BUA 12 A X RE— TS5, BRI R eI ghiig, L iz sl R 1
B, EfmE CEIRRAT, XFFEAEIRATY T B ST — AN T2 1Y S U3 el 22 [A) 28 — A 4
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Sympathy, Love, and Justice: An Investigation based on Max Scheler,

Michael Slote, and Martha C. Nussbaum

ZHANG Haojun
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The relationship between sympathy (empathy), love, and justice is a central issue in
moral sentimentalism and political sentimentalism. Based on the fundamental motivation of altru-
ism, Scheler, Slote, and Nussbaum have provided representative arguments for a sentimentalist
theory of justice from the perspectives of phenomenological ethics, virtue ethics, and political phi-
losophy, respectively. Scheler’s critique of the old sympathy ethics, represented by modern moral
sense philosophy, aims to demonstrate that building morality on the foundation of sympathy (which
is essentially empathy) is misguided. Only by establishing the foundational role of love over sympa-
thy (empathy) and reshaping value perception in accordance with the objective “order of love” can
genuine moral solidarity and social justice be restored. Slote, on the other hand, constructs a senti-
mentalist normative ethics based on empathy, attempting to regard empathy as both a necessary
and sufficient condition for morality and justice, thereby laying the groundwork for the legitimacy
of rights and social justice. Nussbaum, while agreeing with Slote that sympathy (or empathy) is not
only a moral emotion but also a political or public emotion—and that cultivating and expanding
sympathy can contribute to social solidarity and justice (even international justice) —also aligns
with Scheler’s view that love precedes sympathy (or empathy). She argues that the imaginative em-
pathy required by society is nurtured by love, and only empathy grounded in love can truly achieve
tolerance and care, thereby realizing social justice. While affirming the rationality of moral senti-
mentalism and political sentimentalism, we must also recognize the boundaries between emotion
and reason, as well as between morality and politics. We must avoid falling into emotional founda-
tionalism and moral idealism, while also steering clear of blind patriotism, narrow nationalism, and
conservatism,
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