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Simultaneous Causality of the Whole and Parts
QIU Jiangjie
(School of Philosophy. Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Causality continues to be a central subject of philosophical investigation. While the tradi-
tional principle dictates that a cause must temporally precede its effect, thepossibility of simultane-
ous causation has long been contested. Contemporary mainstream discourse on this issue operates
within a physical framework informed by Special Relativity and rigid-body mechanics, a context
that renders many classic examples of simultaneous causation untenable and calls for a conceptual
refinement of simultaneity itself. Through an analysis of whole-part causation—with particular at-
tention to the causal integrity of effect events, which is essential for upholding simultaneous causal-
ity—and by incorporating insights from emergentism and theories of collective action, this paper
contends that a coherent form of simultaneous actual causation is sustainable within the structure of
whole-part relations.

Key words: Simultaneous Causality; Whole-Part Causation; Emergence; Collective Action



