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Ethical Explorationon Artificial Intelligence as Moral Subject
WANG Fuling
(1. Center for Ethical Studies, Renmin University of China;

2. School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: In the field of Al ethics, the question of moral status constitutes a fundamental philo-
sophical issue. As Al systems increasingly intervene in human life and exhibit forms of autonomy,
the traditional ethical framework that defines moral status primarily through the binary categories

of moral agent and moral patient has gradually revealed its internal limitations. This framework
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proves insufficient in addressing the novel ethical challenges posed by the development and deploy-
ment of Al technologies. Therefore, it is imperative to expand and reconstruct existing theories of
moral status. A new model proposes a conceptual distinction between moral agent and moral sub-
ject, introducing the notion of moral subject as an intermediary category within the traditional bina-
ry structure. This leads to the construction of a tripartite hierarchical theory of moral status compri-
sing moral agent, moral subject, and moral patient. By positioning artificial intelligence within the
category of moral subject, this theoretical approach better reflects the evolving role of Al in both
current and future human life. It responds more effectively to the practical demands of technological
development and lays the groundwork for fostering a harmonious cooperative relationship between
humans and intelligent systems.

Key words: Artificial intelligence; Moral subject; Moral agent; Moral patient



