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The Reconstruction of China s Social Welfare System

and Transformation of Social Identity during the Transitional Period

CHEN Jirrsong
(Research Center for Sociology T heory and M ethodology Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Social welfare is the foundation of social identity in modern society. T he building of new so-
cial welfare system has gone through double processes in China, that is to say, the old one breaking to
pieces and the new one reconstructing since 1978 Companying with the processes, social identity has
transformed from mechanism one to organism one. M echanism social identity has some attributes as
social exclusion, scare of social equity, low level of social insurance, block off social mobility, and low
efficiency. On the contrary, organism social identity has some attributes as share of common inter-
ests, openness of the group boundary, coexist of pluralism, and sustainable development. In the con-
clusion, the author thinks it is better way to positively construct organism social identity on the base
of modern social welfare system in the process of modernization and urbanization

Key words: social transition; the social welfare system; reconstruction; social identity



