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The Necessity of Identity and Contingent Things

XU Difei
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Saul Aaron Kripke thinks that there are both necessary identity and contingent identity,
yet his formulation of necessary identity brings about the puzzle that “contingent existence is neces-
sary.” Kripke proves the necessity of identity based on the Leibniz law of indiscernibility, but this
law is not always credible. Both this puzzle and the question on the Leibniz law result from the mis-
understanding of according logical forms. This article provides the logical forms to illustrate the ne-
cessity of identity and the Leibniz law expressed in different languages in order to answer the ques-
tion regarding the Leibniz law caused by the puzzle that contingent existence is necessary.

Key words: The necessity of identity; Existence; The Law of Indiscernibility
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