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Platform Differentiation Competition and Incentive Exclusive Dealings
QU Chuang, XIANG Zebing, LIU Shaolei

( School of Economics, Shandong University )

Abstract: The coexistence of competitions among different platforms and that among different mer-
chants makes it difficult to determine whether incentive exclusive dealing through platforms is anti-
competitive. This article regards both the platforms and the merchants as competitors, and distin-
guishes incentive exclusive dealing from merchants’ initiative single-homing behavior. Using con-
sumer welfare as the standard to evaluate anti-competitive effect of platforms’ exclusive dealing,
this study finds that both platforms and merchants tend to reduce the tension of competition
through incentive exclusive dealing and initiative single-homing behavior, two different competitive
mechanisms based on two levels of commodity types and platform services. When an incentive ex-
clusive dealing proposed by platform on the basis of its motivation increases the price and limits
consumers’ choice of a combination of goods and platform services, it should be considered as a re-
stricted transaction. Antitrust authorities should implement according supervisions on different
kinds of incentive exclusive dealing based on different levels of competition between platforms and
merchants.

Key words: Transactional platform; Incentive exclusive dealing; Differentiated competition; Re-

stricted transaction
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