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Evaluating the Goals of Digital Platform Antitrust
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3. School of Economics, Renmin University of China;

4. Digital Economy Research Center, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Appropriate goals for antitrust are important tools for digital platform regulation. There
are two different views, the single-goal and multiple-goal views, which focus on the single dimen-
sion of economic welfare and on multiple dimensions including economic welfare respectively, in
different countries and regions to deal with this issue. This article explores this issue in its Chinese
context from the perspectives of both anti-monopoly law enforcement agencies and Chinese digital
platform firms. It shows that the goal of digital platform antitrust should focus on the dimension of
economic welfare, while other goals of economic development should consider other policy tools
that would restrict corporate competition to the least extent. This study has significant implications
for policymakers and managers under the current circumstances of regulating platform competition
in China and developed countries. When learning from developed country experiences of platform
regulation, we should fully consider the best policy options of China’s anti-monopoly law enforce-
ment to support its economic sustainable development.

Key words: Digital platform; Antitrust goals; Platform regulation; International competitiveness
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