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On the Historical Mechanism of Institution Shaping

the ChineseNational Community and Its Inspiration
WANG Cheng, LIN Fanbin

(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Shandong University)

Abstract: Institution is vital in shaping a community. The formation, activation, and reconceptual-
ization of an institution are important approaches to investigate this system. The policy of winning
the support of the border areas and neighboring states in peaceful ways, known as the bridling poli-
cy, began to be formed in the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods and had experi-
enced constant changes. These changes reflect a balance of power between the central government
and the border areas. They also resulted from the central government’s intentionally transforming
the bridling policy to effectively governing the boarder as districts. The bridling policy thus had
played an important role in shaping the Chinese national community and should continue to function
in the integration of China as a nation.

Key words: Chinese national community; Bridling policy; Institutional mechanism; Concept;

Historical inspiration
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