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Changes in Education-based Assortative Matching and the

Gap of Household Income in China

SHI Lei, LI Lulu
(Center for Studies of Sociological Theory & Method, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: From the perspective of social exclusion, this article analyzes how changes in education-
based marriage affect household income gap in Chinese urban society. In the context of market tran-
sition and expansion of higher education, the rate of return to education continues to rise, and
more and more people become economically rational in mate selection. As a result, those who have
received higher education are more exclusive on marital preference, tending to choose their partners
who also have received higher education. Accordingly, those who have only received elementary ed-
ucation are more likely to be excluded from building marital ties with those who have received high-
er education. In the meantime, the correlation between education-based marriage and income-based
marriages becomes more and more visible, and this trend remains nearly the same in different gen-
erations affected by the expansion of higher education. To some extent, the change in education-
based marriage has widened the gap of household income.

Key words: Education-based assortative matching; Social exclusion; Educational homogamy; Gap of

household income
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