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On the Reform of Early Northern Song

Imperial Examination System
ZHUGE Yibing

(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: It was a period of inheritance and reform for the imperial examination system in the early
Northern Song Dynasty, which usually refers to the reigns of Emperor Taizu and Emperor Tai-
zong. During Emperor Taizu’s reign, the imperial examination system generally followed that of
the Tang and the Five Dynasties, the exams being held almost yearly and the enrollment number,
rather limited. To correct the shortcomings of the old system, Emperor Taizu introduced some new
policies referred to as jishi and tezouming. Emperor Taizong introduced more policies of reforma-
tion, but in the meantime they also brought out a certain degree of chaos and uncertainty. It was
clear that Emperor Taizong attempted to have the Song scholars’ support by manipulating the impe-
rial examination system, including greatly increasing the enrollment number, offering privilege to
admitted candidates, raising salary and improving benefit for employed candidates, and so
forth. Suoyuan and huming , introduced by Taizong, were the two new policies that had greatly in-
fluenced later dynastic examination systems in terms of the principles of fairness and impartiality.

Key words: Early Northern Song Dynasty; Imperial examination; Inheritance and reform

(REHE K #F)

144



