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On Confucius’ Thinking of Historical Ethics
JIN Fenglin
(Department of Philosophy, Party School of the Central Committee of CPC)

Abstract: Confucius’ thinking of historical ethics is best described as “lodging praise and criticism,
and distinguishing good from evil” in his compiling the Spring and Autumn Annals. It has served
as a theoretical foundation for Chinese historiographical writing for more than two thousand years,
a guiding principle for Chinese historians to compile historical works. Confucius’ thinking of histori-
cal ethics includes the following aspects: (1) history represents the power continuously issued by
the Mandate of Heaven; (2) history is the true manifestation of human existence; (3) history
reflects the development of social morality; (4) history promotes social justice; (5) history envi-
sions the future of human beings in viewing their past.

Key words: Confucius; Historical ethics; value duality
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