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A Discussion on the Confucian Classics Theology

and Chih-kuai in Six Dynasties

WANG Xin
(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Mysticism is an important means for Confucianism to establish political order. The theo-
ries in the Confucian classics of Han Dynasty, such as the sensation between heaven and man, aus-
picious omen and disaster, yin-yang and five elements theory, provided knowledge source and
value support for the novels in Six Dynasties. By combing the clue of political theology, we can
know about the narrative logic and political value of mythical novels endowed by the Confucian clas-
sics of Han Dynasty. The influence of Confucian classics on the novels in Six Dynasties is mainly re-
flected in the following three aspects. First, the novels adopted the stories of Confucian classics
theology and followed its way of explaining disaster. Second, disaster and abnormality were
endowed with important cognitive values by Confucian classics theology. Third, Confucian classics
theology shaped the narrative mode of moral persuasion and talking mythical things in ancient no-
vels. The Confucian classics of Han Dynasty endowed mythical novels with political and academic
value, which made the novels in Six Dynasties discuss a lot on mythical things. Later scholars,
such as Hong Mai and Ji Yun, were keen on Chih-kuai, which is needed to be interpreted in the
knowledge tradition of the study of classics and history.

Key words: Confucian classics; Chih-kuai; Historical biography; Theory of disaster and abnor-

mality
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