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Codification of the Civil Code and Modernization of National Governance

WANG Yi
(School of Law, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: In order to modernize the national governance system and capability, we must insist and
improve the system of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The Civil Code of the People’s
Republic of China is an important component of the socialist system of laws with Chinese charac-
teristics as well as an important content of the system of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The
codification of the Civil Code should respond to China’s national conditions and advance with the
times, adhering to the legislative criterion which is to preserve the existing civil laws that are
proved effective in practice, to repeal those that are inappropriate, to revise those demanding ad-
justment and to supplement those with loopholes. The process of codifying the Civil Code is a course
of insisting and improving the system of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and modernizing
national governance system and governance capability.

Key words: Civil Code; National governance system; National governance capability; Moderniza-
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