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The Concept of Justice as the Fundamental Value

in the Sphere of Communicative Action
LUO Qian
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: According to the different principles of human action, the existent space can be divided
into the sphere of objective reality, the sphere of communicative action and the sphere of internal
experience. As a normative category that reveals the principles of communicative action, justice has
the properties different from the categories used in the sphere of objective reality and internal expe-
rience. In the sphere of communication action, the basic value of moral behavior is altruistic dedi-
cation, while the basic value of political behavior is equality of fairness. Both of dedication and e-
quality constitute the basic values of communicative action respectively around virtue and right, but
neither of them is justice in itself. On the basis of the recognition of individual’s subjective rights,
justice means the dedication to the others beyond egocentrism, and is the value synthesized with
altruistic virtue and equal rights. So, this paper argues that justice is the fundamental value in the
field of communicative action. The view of justice consists of the consciousness of co-existence, the
compassion on the basis of equal rights, and the sense of justice as the synthesis of the two. The
sense of justice is the spirit of sharing things with others on the basis of equal rights.

Key words: Normative; The sphere of communicative action; Justice
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