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The Virtue View in Ancient Greek Art

MA Linfei
(School of Art, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The ancient Greek society is a polis system with small territory and population which aim
to build a “utopia” forthe happiness of the whole people. Ancient Greek sages believed that the only
way to achieve this goal is having morality. As a result, theories of many philosophers, such as Pla-
to, Aristotle, are filled with moralization. Meanwhile, ancient Greek art bears a strong color of mo-
rality as well. Only the kind of art presenting “the truth and the virtue” is beautiful. This paper is an
attempt to analyzeand research in the functions of ancient Greek art, the objects and expressive
ways by ancient Greek virtue characterized polis, class and aesthetic. Thus, the result is to explore
the impact of virtue in the formation and development of ancient Greek art.

Key words: Ancient Greek art; the virtue view; polis; social class; aesthetics
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