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Ibsen’s Ironic Realism: Representation of Space in Pillars of Society

and the Weltanschauung in Late Nineteenth Century

SUN Bai
(School of literature, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: With Ibsen’s turn to the prose plays, modern drama stepped into its modernist stage. The
formal emblemof it is the ironic realism initiated by his canonized work Pillars of Society. The
bourgeoisie’s life was also accurately performed as it were, but the true purpose of the play was to dem-
onstrate the insufficiency and the incompleteness of this Weltanschauung. Gapped by some crucial rup-
ture, the world seemed to split along with the border between on-and off-stage and lost its consisten-
cy. With the dramatic action of protagonist’s leaving or into-breaking, the spatial steadiness of the bour-
geoisie society represented on the stage was once and for ever shattered.

Key words: modern drama; formal criticism; representation of space; weltanschauung; ironic realism
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