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On the Legal Status of International Seabed Mineral Resources

WANG Mingyuan, SUN Xueyan
(School of Law, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: The article starts by reviewing the theoretical points concerning the legal status of inter-
national seabed mineral resourcesbefore the promulgation of the 1982 United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), such as “resnullius”, “res commune” and their underlying basic
theory of “the Freedom of High Seas”; Secondly, the article analyzes the basic definition and de-
fects of “common heritage of humankind”, the legal status of international seabed mineral
resources established by the UNCLOS; Finally, in order to improve the management system of in-
ternational seabed mineral resources, the article attempts to combine the “public trust ” doctrine
with “common heritage of humankind”, and proposes that “common heritage of humankind under
the framework of public trust” be the legal status of international seabed mineral resources.

Key words: international seabed; the area; the freedom of high seas; common heritage of human-

kind; public trust
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