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The Inherent Logical Foundation of the Codification of Environmental Law
DENG Haifeng., YU Lifang
(School of Law, Tsinghua University of China, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Compared with the European civil law codification process, the codification process of Eu-
ropean environmental law represented by Sweden, France and Germany is slightly rushed and ordi-
nary. From observer’s point of view, the reason has been found that the logical foundation, struc-
tural principles and strain capacity formed in the process of codification of civil law have not been
carried out throughout the European environmental codification. From the perspective of partici-
pants, we also find that China’s main environmental legislation has problems, such as unclear logi-
cal main lines, and fragmented codification ideas and design. Based on this, this paper proposes that
China’s environmental code should take the concept of ecological holism and the second law of ther-
modynamics as the foundation of inherent logic to reflect its distinctive imprint of the times and due
respect for the natural order.

Key words: environmental legislation; codification; logical foundation; ecological holism; second

law of thermodynamics
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