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The Justification and Proposals on Environmental Codification in China
WANG Canfa, CHEN Shiyin

(Civil, Commercial and Economic LLaw School, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088)

Abstract: Environmental laws around the world are on the road to codification with the diversity in
structure and flexible in amendment. The legal support for building eco-civilization, the conflict and
overlap of articles in various environmental statutes, and the strengthening of soft power and inter-
national influence of China press for the compilation of environmental code. The status quo of the
theoretical research on the environmental legislation, the number of law talents and the basic re-
search of environmental law pave the way for China to enact environmental code. This code will
learn from the experience of the codification of ancient laws in China and the codification skills de-
veloped in other countries. What legislative mode of codification and legislation procedures could be
the best for China to compile an environmental code? In our view, the code should be practical, use-
ful and easy to implement and comply with, which must be adaptable to the Chinese context. The
code should be made step by step, one part after another, which means that we should gradually
develop an integrated masterpiece. The structure and the coverage of China’s Environmental Code
include pollution control, eco-protection and natural resources conservation etc. as well as legal lia-
bility and procedural articles.

Key words: environmental law; codification; moderateness; general-specific structure
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