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Re-Exploration of the Yongming Style and Yongming Era
YUAN Jixi
(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Yongming Style was a poetic school produced in Yongming Era of the Southern Qi dynas-
ty. In Yongming Era, the appearance of peace was inherited, while the political struggle of the rul-
ing group was extremely intense, which brewed calamity. Scholars wandered between various politi-
cal factions and groups, and their mentality were rather complicated. By glossing over the peace and
discussing the rhythm of poetry, it gave birth to the theory of Yongming Rhythm with four sounds
and eight diseases as its content. The relationship between the formation of Yongming Style and the
Era was extremely complicated. It was not only a simple reflection of the external stability of the
Yongming Style, but also a sign of its flatness. For its research, we should see the essence of the
phenomenon and reveal its true meaning in depth.

Key words: Yongming Style; Yongming Era; literati group; rhythm theory
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