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Political Predicament of the Fugitive Law from the Perspective of
State Governance in the Early Qing: Focusing on the Legislative

and Jurisdictive Practices on the Crime of Harboring Fugitive Banner Slaves
ZHANG Yichi

(School of Marxist, China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: The early Qing introduced a harsh “Fugitive Law” to prevent Han slaves from fleeing
from their bannerman masters. This law is known as a harsh policy for its severity punishment for
those harboring escaping slaves, The punishment was even harsher than that for the escaping
slaves. Stemming from an inappropriate Ming regulation, this regulation was originally implemen-
ted as a temporary measure, but was soon formalized as a part of Qing legal code. In response to the
making of statecraft, the punishment for harboring escaping slaves was once changed in the middle
of the Shunzhi rule, but was reenacted in 1654 by the conservative Manchu ruling class. Since the
shortcomings of the legislation and heavy political intervention in this matter, this measure only
failed to prevent slaves from escaping and jeopardized the reputation of local governance as a result.

Key words: State governance; Fugitive Law; Shunzhi; Banner System; Manchu-Han relation
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