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Entanglements between Autonomy and Vulnerability:

From the Perspective of Bioethics

WANG Fuling
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The impetus for the development of bioethics stems from a focus on the vulnerable or
vulnerability. Mainstream bioethics advocates understanding vulnerability within the framework of
autonomy, interpreting it as the absence or reduction of autonomy and emphasizing the protection
of particularly vulnerable groups. Critics question the legitimacy of this traditional model, arguing
that the interpretation of vulnerability in terms of autonomy in bioethics not only ignores the uni-
versal vulnerability of human beings, but also tends to dilute social responsibility. In fact, in real
human life, autonomy and vulnerability are always entwined, and, on the basis of a correct under-
standing of autonomy. we can still interpret vulnerability in the context of autonomy. Bioethics re-
quires a holistically and adequately theorized conception of vulnerability that embraces the universal
vulnerability of human beings while focusing on the protection of particularly vulnerable popula-
tions.
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