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On the Historical Logic of

“The Hundred Generations All Followed Qin’s Institution”

PENG Xinwu
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Although the transition from Zhou to Qin led to the change of the Zhou system to the Qin
system, there is no absolute distinction between these two. In fact, the Qin system also inherited
the Zhou ways of power transmission and governing philosophy as well as its idea of maintaining
unity of its domain. Moreover, the political practice after the Qin and Han dynasties was not a com-
plete Qin system without the components of the Zhou system. Mixed., these two systems both influ-
enced the dynasties thereafter. In terms of governance norms, under the strong confluence of Confu-
cianism and law in the Han Dynasty, the pre-Qin ritual and law system regained vitality, and this
process of integrating ritual and law lasted to the Sui and Tang dynasties, ultimately forming a
unique rule of ritual and law. In terms of bureaucratic system, although the system of three officials
and nine ministers in the Qin Dynasty became the basic model since the Han Dynasty, there were
many changes in institutional designs during this period. The overall development trend reflected in
these institutional changes was to strengthen imperial power and prestige. From the perspective of
power structure of central and local governments, although the prefectures and counties became in-
creasingly powerful after the Qin and Han dynasties, the system of enfeoffment never disap-
peared. In terms of the foundation of political power, after the reintegration of patriarchal and polit-
ical systems, the pre-Qin family-state integration model was reconstructed after the Qin and Han
dynasties, achieving an effective combination of imperial power and regional family organizations. In
short, the Chinese political systems after the Qin and Han dynasties were a complex integration of

“

the Zhou and the Qin systems, and the statement that “ the hundred generations all followed Qin’s
institution” deserves a second thought.
Key words: The Changes of Zhou and Qin; the Zhou system; the Qin system; the Confluence of

rites and laws; the Reconstruction of family and country
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