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On the Classification and Usage of Bronze Ritual Vessels from

Zhou Tombs Based on Brone Inscriptions
YANG Bo

(Institute of Ancient History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: The examination of the use of bronze ritual vessels in aristocratic tombs is an important
way to understand the Shang and Zhou ritual systems. The bronze ritual vessels used for burial pur-
pose are generally classified as burial artifacts, but they still had the same functions as before after
being buried in tombs. In addition to the function as dispatched utensils, the entire set of utensils
from the same tomb could have exerted various other functions as self-made utensils, gifts, dowry,
and divided treasure. By distinguishing the sources and different functions of the set of artifacts from
the same tomb, the function of the tomb owner’s self-made artifacts as the core of the set will be
highlighted. Whether it is patchwork or self-made product, the overall combination of bronze ritual
vessels in tombs reflects the identity of the tomb owner, and the ritual connotation represented in
the core combination is the specific manifestation of the tomb owner’s ethnicity.

Key words: Tombs; Bronze ritual vessels; The use of ritual vessels; Burial artifacts; Divided treasure
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