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Where Do Small Land Holders in China Go? The Expansion and Innovation of

Marxist Small Land Holder Theory in the Chinese Path to Modernization
KONG Xiangzhi, XIE Dongdong

(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: As an important achievement of scientific socialism, the theory of Chinese path to mod-
ernization is an important embodiment of the in-depth exploration of the adaption of Marxism to the
Chinese context and the needs of the times. From Marx and Engels putting forward the proposition
of the demise of small land holders to Xi Jinping emphasizing the organic connection between small
land holders and the development of modern agriculture, the classical farmer theory has been vigor-
ously expanded and innovated in the Chinese path to modernization. Based on historical background
and practical context, the practical changes represented by technological progress and policy chan-
ges broke through the theoretical background and changed the original developmental trend, and the
conclusion of the demise of small land holders has not turned to be reality. Based on the unique re-
source endowment and institutional arrangement, we have explored a model of “trinity” in refor-
ming small land holders by activating rural land and the market of labor factor and developing the
service of outsourcing market for agricultural products to constantly promotes the combination of
the production factors and the allocation efficiency in the process of marketization.

Key words: The Chinese path to modernization; Small land holder; Small-peasant economy;

Farmer theory
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