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The Transformation of the Perspective of Moral Construction in a Modern Society
GAN Shaoping

(Institute of Philosophy. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: Hobbes creates a transformation of the perspective of moral construction in a modern so-
ciety from a single actor to multiple actors based on his social contract theory. The perspective of a
single subject is merely based on the standpoint, attitude, and belief of the subject itself, while the
perspective of multiple subjects requires the subject not only to base his perspective on his own mor-
al quality, moral emotion, and moral wisdom, but also to accurately incorporate the position and
attitude of the other party or the other parties into his own moral balance. It is a prerequisite to
comprehensively explore the interactions between the subjects required for their own practice of
moral requirements. The characteristics of the multi-subject perspective are as follows. One is to
recognize and handle the important relationship between morality and interests, and to regard the
enlightened interests of people as the starting and end points of moral argumentation; the other is to
construct a permeating structural ethics with moral implications and to shape the certainty and pre-
dictability of the future behavior of all actors through institutions, so that moral requirements can
be won and practiced even under the strict structure of the Prisoner Paradox.

Key words: Hobbes; Contract theory; Morality; Interests; Structural ethics
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