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The Progress of Self-Making and Self-Canonization as a Poet:

A Study on Dante from the Perspective of the Making of the Author
DIAO Keli

(School of Foreign Languages, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Dante was obsessed with love all his life and sought to become a classic poet. His writing
career is a process of self-making and self-canonization as a poet in the name of love. From The New
Life (La Vita Nuova) to The Divine Comedy (La Divina Commedia), he constantly incarnated
Beatrice, his lover, with more and higher allegorical and symbolic meanings. He also depicted him-
self as an infatuated lover, a researcher of language and philosophy, a wanderer, a pilgrim, a wit-
ness, a defender, a judge, a saint, a prophet, to name a few. His promotion of the perfect images of
his lover coexisted with the process of his self-canonization as a poet, which had been achieved
through such mechanisms as expressing his realistic demands and reflecting the trend of the time,
exploring poetics and enlarging ideological capacity, and reshaping space and deformation to perfect
the art of poetry. The Divine Comedy completes the perfect image of his lover and establishes Dante
as a classic poet.

Key words: Dante; The New Life; The Divine Comedy; The making of the author; Self-canonization
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