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The Connotation and Construction of Law-based Society
PENG Xiaolong

(Law School, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The concept of law-based society is a new category of the rule of law put forward in the
practice of the comprehensive advancement of law-based governance. With a strong practical orienta-
tion, current scholarship often understands this concept in the sense of extending the rule of law to
a certain society. Yet such opinion misunderstands the meaning of this new category. Based on
Marxist social theory, society is not only a constitutive element of the rule of law, but also a critical
internal variable determining the ideal and realization of the rule of law. The concept of law-based
society is a normative category referring to what kind of society and how can it constitute the rule of
law. From this point of view, the concept of law-based society has its unique connotation and struc-
ture, and it explains why we must take integrated steps to build a country, government and society
based on the rule of law in a comprehensive way. In comparison with previous studies lacking the el-
ement of society their theories, the concept of law-based society brings the element of society back
into the framework of the rule of law, having great significance to respond to social changes and
practical challenges, innovating the general theory of the rule of law, and promoting the formation
of the Chinese discourse of the rule of law.

Key words: The Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of LLaw; Law-based society; Integrated construc-
tion; Social governance; Theory of the rule of law
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