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The Evolution of the Academic Ecology of Chinese Management:

A Diachronic Study on the Perspective of the Process Theory
WANG Fengbin', AN Baiyu', LIU Lulu*, LI Bin®

(1. Business School. Renmin University of China, Renmin University of China;
2. School of Labor Relations and Human Resources, China University of Labor Relations;

3. School of Tourism Sciences, Beijing International Studies University)

Abstract: How to eliminate excessive competition within a field and promote substantive innovation
and high-quality development has attracted wide scholarly attention recently. This paper constructs
a complex academic ecosystem model including multiple agents and then analyzes the causes of ex-
cessive academic competition as well as the solutions from the perspective of the relationality-
process theory. The analysis on the diachronic process of the management of Chinese research field
shows that an academic ecosystem is governed by the self-organizing process that spontaneously
generates order. The interaction of positive and negative relationships among four system compo-
nents constitutes a negative-feedback mechanism that facilitates the formation of current stability
for the whole system. When the hidden-fifth element takes the turn as the target of “becoming” in
the recursive process of generation, the academic system achieves a spiraling development in fu-
ture. By applying traditional Chinese philosophy of process deeply rooted in its holistic, dynamic,
and dialectical thinking to explain the dynamics of excessive competition within the academic field of
management, this article reveals the processual mechanisms of the excessive competition.
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