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Memory, Governance, and the Literature that Created the Liu-Song:

Centering on Xie Zhan’s “Poem On Zhang Zifang”
ZHANG Yue

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature; Institute of Advanced Studies in

Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Macau)

Abstract: Considered outstanding by his contemporaries, Xie Zhan's “Poem On Zhang Zifang” nev-
ertheless has not been well received by later scholars. If one examines this long poem from the per-
spectives of cultural memory and political governance, its significance is noticeable. This article
reads this poem in connection with many other works composed by Fu Liang, Zheng Xianzhi, Fan
Tai, and Xie Lingyun during the Jin and the Liu-Song dynasties. This reading reveals the subtleties
reflecting Liu Yu's attempt to use cultural memory of distinguished historical figures, such as
Zhang Liang and Liu Bang. to express his longing for virtuous talents and to legitimize his govern-
ance. This article also examines the “Poem On Zhang Zifang” and other literary works aiming to
create the Liu-Song to highlight the change of power in military generals and scholarly clans during
the Jin and the Liu-Song dynasties, and to explore the value of the works praising merits and virtues.

Key words: Cultural memory; Governance; Creating the Liu-Song; Xie Zhan; Liu Yu; Zhang Liang
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