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Shifting from the Structure of the States to Discourse:

On the Double Changes of the Contemporary U. S. System of Organization
ZHANG Jiajun

(Institute of American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: It is necessary to rethink the contemporary system of organization in order to understand
the operation of the United States of America. The U. S. system has changed twice since the 20th
century. Following the transformation from the separation of power to executive centralization, the
self-reinforcement of U. S. administrative system, and the emergence of super executive power pro-
moted by party politics, a new administration-oriented system has been formed. This constitutes
one change. The other change is a change of discourse promoted by American intellectuals to recon-
cile the contradiction between the new system and the U. S. political tradition formed in the 18th
and 19th centuries. These two changes are very important for us to understand the contemporary
U. S. political logics.

Key words: The U. S. system; Administrative State; Administration— oriented system; legitimacy
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