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A Preliminary Exploration on the Methodological Problem of
the American School of Comparative Literature

and Its Association with the Systematic Theory

SONG Xuhong
(School of Liberal Arts, Minzu University of China)

Abstract: The rise of the American School of Comparative Literature in the 1950s and 1960s and its
triumph over the French School own largely to the shift of the then dominating methodology from
positivism to the systematic theory. The primary methodological principle of the American School is
not the parallel study that lacks constructive connotation, but the study dubbed as “integration
study” reflecting the characteristics of systematic thinking and the principle of centralization closely
related to it. Nevertheless, the American School has failed to clarify its own methodological advan-
tages by taking a relatively contemptuous attitude towards methodological issues, and, as a result,
this soon led to the crisis of self-identification in the sweeping trend of theorization in literary study.
Key words: The American School of Comparative Literature; Positivism; The systematic theory;

The integration study
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