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An Evidencial, Comprehensive View on the Principles that the Writings of
both Poetry and Prose Follow: On the Relationship between

Du Fu’s Poetry and Prose
GU Shuguang

(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Du Fu’s poetic writing is closely related to the study of prose. His poems have strong
qualities of daily practical writing, and in many cases, can be read as proses. His poetic writing
combines various literary forms and greatly expands the expressional power of poetry. For this rea-
son, later generations approach to Du Fu’s poetry also from the perspective of his writing of pro-
ses. The discussion of Du Fu’s poetic writing that also absorbs the techniques and styles of his writ-
ing proses should focus on two important dimensions, the Grand Scribe’s writing style and at the
perfection of narrating. It is observable that Du Fu also applied the principles of writing proses in
composing his poems. When later generations of scholars annotate and discuss both Du Fu’s poetry
and prose, they emphasize this aspect in his writing. In a word, Du Fu is not only a paradigm of po-
etic writing, but also a role model in the writing of proses.

Key words: Du Fu’s poems; Study of prose; Relationship; The same principles used for writing both

poems and proses
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