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The “Weaponization” of Nationalism and the World Political Order
TIAN Wenlin

(School of International Studiess Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The multiple functions of nationalism have led to a tendency to “weaponize” nationalism
since its birth. Nationalism was originally a product of the fragmentation of the European geopoliti-
cal map and had a positive nation-building function for the formation of European states. This resul-
ted in a dual code of conduct and a corresponding dual world order: “national equality in Europe,
national oppression in the Others”. After World War II, the rise of national liberation movements
largely broke this unreasonable world order, but the Western powers, represented by the United
States, in turn dismembered non-Western countries in the name of “national self-determination,”
thus causing the continued fragmentation of the world’s geopolitical map.
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