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Archives and the Construction of Community Memory
LIAN Zhiying

(School of Information Resource Management, Renmin University)

Abstract: community is constituted by a group of people linked by common characteristics. It can
provide individuals with a sense of identity, security, and meaning, and can also promote the main-
tenance of social order and social integration. The formation of a community is rooted in shared memory
of its members. Community archives are the mediated memory texts of a community’s past, and are
therefore the important media and tools for the construction of this community’s memory. Using ar-
chives to construct a community’s memory is a continuing process, which includes five dimen-
sions. They are the creation, capture, organization, representation, and pluralization of archives.
The archives created by a community’s members need to be captured into the framework of this
community, and to be organized to form the community archives, and then the community archives
narratives will be created by the exploration of the information and the affect contained in archives
and will be shared by the community’s members, thus constructing the community’s memo-
ry. Different community archives can be agglomerated to form bigger community archives, and a
bigger memory of the community and even that of all human beings can be constructed by the repre-
sentation of the archives, thus promoting the building and development of a community with a
shared future.

Key words: Archives; Community; Community memory; Records continuum; Memory continuum
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