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Examining the Legality in a Risky Society
ZHANG Kangzhi
(School of Public Administration, ZhejiangGongshang University, Hangzhou 310018)

Abstract: In the narrative of political science and even the whole field of social science, the concept
of legality appears frequently, mostly in an extremely general sense. In fact, legality is a useful con-
cept only when a society embraces the spirit of law. It is the legalization of politics and all practices
of social governance that puts forward the requirements of legality. In comparison, the concept of
legitimacy rather than legality has extensive adaptability. Rationality is also a modern concept, and
it mainly refers to formal rationality. Behaviors and actions in a risky society need to be judged by
rationality, yet the trap of formal rationality should always be avoided. In a complex, uncertain,
and risky society, rationality is no longer expressed as formal or substantive rationality, but is re-
placed by practical rationality. At the same time, legitimacy and rationality are incorporated into
morality.

Key words: Risk society; Law-ruled society; Legality; Legitimacy; Rationality; Morality
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