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Merleau-Ponty’s Practical Self-Consciousness:
On the Conception of Fundamental Subjectivity in the

Phénomeénologie de la perception

LIU Zhe
(Institute of Foreign Philosophy and Department of Philosophy, Peking University)

Abstract: The connection of normativity and meaning has become one of the major issues widely
debated both in contemporary analytic and phenomenological philosophies in the past decades. In the
Phénoménologie de la perception, Merleau-Ponty not only characterizes the normative nature of
pre-objective meaning in terms of the “world’s style,” but also grounds the ultimate source of such
normativity in his innovative conception of an embodied transcendental subjectivity. This article aims to
make clear to what extent an embodied transcendental subjectivity can fundamentally ground the
normativity of the primordial meaning of the world. To this end, this article argumentatively analy-
zes Merleau-Ponty’s notion of concrete practical self-consciousness with respect to its inner structure of
consciousness. It shows that Merleau-Ponty’s concrete practical self-consciousness involves a self-af-
firmation of the freedom of life, on the one hand, and that, for the possibility of self-consciousness ,
such infinite self-transcendence of free life must be brought into consciousness in a determinate
manner, on the other. The “world’s style” is then explicated as a necessary and constitutive condi-
tion for the possibility of the concrete practical self-consciousness. This article finally argues that,
as the ultimate transcendental source of primordial normativity, Merleau-Ponty’s transcendental
subjectivity is not meant to be an author of but meant to be a response to the normativity of the
world.

Key words: Self-Consciousness; Subjectivity; Perception; Act; Normativity
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