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Modern Transformation of the Shi and Chuci Traditions from the

Perspective of Liu Shipei’s Nanbei Wenxue Butong Lun
WU Han

(Department of Ancient Books, Chinese National Library)

Abstract: In traditional discourses, the Book of Songs and the Songs of Chu were considered as
different phases of the same tradition. Liu Shipei's Nanbei Wenxue Butong Lun., or On Literary
Differences between the North and the South , points out the literary differences between the north
and the south from the perspective of geographical determinism. and the Book of Songs and the
Songs of Chu are thus understood as two different local traditions. This change reflects the trans-
formation of the China as a civilization to the China as a nation-state. The Book of Songs and the
Songs of Chu inspire people’s rethinking of the multi-dimensional nature of Chinese literature for
the diverse local characteristics they represent. Be that as it may, Liu Shipei considers the northern
tradition as the origin of Chinese civilization and the reason beyond such recognition is worth exploring.

Key words: The Shi and the Chuci traditions; Liu Shipei; One single family; Dual pattern; Zongbei
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