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The Defect of Instrumental Rationality Regarding Infrastructure

and the Return of Value Rationality
WANG Haoyu, WANG Yongjie

(School of Public Administration, Southwest Jiaotong University)

Abstract: As an integrated tool of governance, the instrumental rationality regarding infrastructure
could weaken or strengthen the risks and challenges facing human society. The more infrastructure
is taken for granted, the harder it is to anticipate and respond to its potentially negative effects. In a
sense, practices regarding infrastructure have created an unequal order and an uncertain future, but
according to the schemes of governance, modern governments still continue to build and use infra-
structure. The limitation of human cognition, the instability of the tool effectiveness, and the con-
tradictions in development and construction are the main causes of the defect of infrastructural in-
strumental rationality. The value rationality regarding infrastructure has its critical, normative, and
political functions, caring for people’s development and spiritual goals in the process of creating and
using things, and speaking for the builders and users of infrastructure. It is an important way to
deal with the crisis of governance on infrastructure to promote the organic unity of instrumental ra-
tionality and rational rationality, and jointly to promote the return of value rationality on infrastruc-
ture from the aspects of thinking. idea, aesthetic, and managing skills.

Key words: Infrastructure; Instrumental rationality; Rational value; New infrastructure; Govern-

mental management
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